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Dates
Venue
Attendance

Participants

October 2 and 3, 2004
Twin Ring Motegi
484 teams,
approx. 2,500 individuals

Making Things With Your Own Hands

2004 Activities

2004–05 Activities This hands-on learning program has been held since 1999 alongside 
the Soichiro Honda Cup Honda Econopower Race. Featuring 
workshops on assembling and driving Ecorun cars and EV carts, 
building engines, as well as making cardboard crafts and even the 
local ceramic pottery known as Motegi-yaki, the program gives 
youngsters the chance 
to experience the fun of 
making things in a 
relaxed, informal 
setting.

• Soichiro Honda Cup Honda Econopower Race 

Protecting
the Global Environment

For Honda, environmental conservation

starts with the harmonious coexistence of local communities with the environment.

Since 1976, Honda has endeavored to foster native woodlands

by planting indigenous trees near factories across Japan

through a program we call Furusato no Mori, and acted on our philosophy 

in the context of programs that range from local conservation efforts

to protect woodlands in nearby watersheds to an afforestation project in China’s Korchin 

Desert. We believe in actively supporting environmental programs

as a way of providing Honda associates with opportunities

to gain valuable volunteer experience.

Nurturing the Dreams
of the Next Generation

This year’s theme: How far can you go on one liter of gasoline?
At the Soichiro Honda Cup Honda Econopower Race, cars loaded 
with the latest technological innovations push fuel efficiency 
beyond normal limits. It’s a competition showcasing enterprise, 
teamwork and creativity that attracts teams of students, office 
colleagues, and even parents and children from all over Japan. The 
race draws attention to the issue of how we as a society are using 
our earth’s limited resources. The numbers of overseas participants 
is increasing every year—in 2004–05 Thailand’s A.T.E. School team 

hit the 1,917.746 km/liter mark 
using a 125cc engine. With the 
best result out of the 484 
teams competing, the Thai 
team was the first-ever 
international team to win
the competition. 
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Trees Planted

71
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Number of Tours
Period

Participants

2002–03

2003–04

2004–05

2

2

2,050

1,900 

Honda’s Volunteer Tree-Planting Tour

Green Growth

The Joyful Forest Project is
a long-term, 30-year endeavor.

2030

Now

Korchin Desert

Tokyo

ShenyangBeijing

Protecting the Global Environment Korchin Desert Afforestation in China: The Joyful Forest Project

Cultivated Forests, Where People and Nature 
Coexist in Harmony

Within the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 
of the People’s Republic of China—about 500 
kilometers northeast of Beijing—lies the Korchin 
Desert, a vast arid region where the springtime 
winds whip up clouds of yellow dust and sand 
that can travel to Japan and beyond. This barren 
land, the closest desert to the Japanese mainland, 
was until 100 years ago a lush, fertile area of 
forests and grasslands. Unfortunately, in just one 
century, over-cultivation, over-grazing and 
unplanned logging have brought about rapid 
desertification.

Honda’s Joyful Forest Project is a far-reaching, 
30-year plan to establish cultivated forests in the 
Korchin Desert to help people and nature coexist 
harmoniously, with the ultimate aim of reestab-
lishing habitable areas complete with woodlands 
and cultivated fields. A three-way effort partner-
ing Honda with the NGO, Desert Planting Volun-
teer Association, and local communities, the 
Joyful Forest Project has succeeded in planting 
some 64,000 trees since it was established in 
2000.

Volunteers Sow Seeds of Hope
Honda’s involvement in the Joyful Forest Project is 
not limited to operational planning and financial 
support. At the heart of our efforts are tree-
planting ‘tours of service’ performed by groups of 
Honda volunteers. Made up of both current 
associates and retirees, together with their 
children and other family members, these groups 
join members of the local community in planting 
trees and attending educational seminars. Honda’s 
aim in organizing these groups is to help raise 
awareness both locally and in Japan about the 
importance of re-greening the desert, while also 
fostering cultural exchange. These tree-planting 
efforts are principally local initiatives, and the 
actual number of trees planted by Honda volun-
teers during their tours of service is rather small. 
Nonetheless, volunteer participation lends crucial 
momentum to these endeavors.
Now, after only five years, the green haven in the 
desert is already growing steadily. Through its 
volunteers, Honda is cultivating a deeper level of 
interaction with the local community, while 
growing a truly joyful forest where people and 
nature can coexist in harmony.

Joyful Forest Project

Start of program in 2000
Total Trees Planted
by 2004–05: 64,584

Conceptualized image

A first step in restoring green to the globe:

planting trees in the deserts of the world,

Transforming sand into plantations,

working with local communities—

Turning brown back to green.
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The devastation of natural woodlands on Mt. Aso has reduced the water-retaining 
capacity of the land, leading to floods, landslides and other natural disasters in the 
region. Honda has been involved in a project that seeks to ensure there are ample 
water resources in the Mt. Aso area, Kyushu’s largest watershed, by planting 
broadleaf deciduous trees. Under an agreement signed in August 2003 by Aso City, 
the Aso Green Stock Foundation and Honda Motor, participants in the project began 
implementing a two-year plan in 2004 to rejuvenate five hectares of forest on Mt. 
Aso.

25 26

To provide associates in the Kanto region an opportunity to participate as volunteers in afforestation activities, Honda 
decided to lend its support to efforts to preserve the woodlands at the headwaters of the Tama River, a major water source 
for Tokyo. Representatives of Kosugemura, OISCA-International, and Honda Motor gathered in Kosugemura, Yamanashi 
Prefecture on March 16, 2004 for a signing ceremony initiating a seven-year collaborative project. Honda will begin 
deploying associate volunteers in 2005–2006.

This volunteer reforestation project targets the revitalization of the forest at the 
headwaters of the Tone River and around the upper reaches of the Minakami-
Naramata Dam, which serves as the reservoir of the Tokyo region. This forest has 
been named one of the 100 most important forest watersheds in Japan. 
Conducted by the CCC (Creative Conservation Club), the project also aims to 
publicize the importance of protecting and nurturing forest watersheds. Honda 
began participating in the project in 1999 and as of 2004–2005 a total of 250 
Honda associates had taken part.

2004–05 Results 

Times Held

1

2

2

5

Participants

36

38

94

168

Facility

Saitama

Hamamatsu

Kumamoto

Total

Volunteers

Protecting the Global Environment

• Reforestation Activities in Japan

Saitama Factory
The Tone River Headwaters Forest Revitalization Project

Hamamatsu Factory
Misakubo-cho, Shizuoka Prefecture: The Fostering 10,000 Acorns Program
The Japanese nonprofit organization Forest of the Plenteers sponsors the 
Fostering 10,000 Acorns program, a large-scale endeavor based in 
Hamamatsu City that calls on the residents of cities, towns and villages along 
the Tenryu River to help foster forests and wetlands near populated areas. The 
word “Plenteer” was coined by program promoters combining the words 
‘pleasure’ and ‘volunteer.’ Honda is a corporate cosponsor of the 
organization’s activities, and at the grass roots level, Hamamatsu Factory 
associates and their families volunteer as Plenteers in the Fostering Forests and 
Wetlands program.

Kumamoto Factory
Reforestation activities in the Mt. Aso region

Honda Motor Headquarters
Kosugemura, Yamanashi Prefecture: Tama River Headwaters Forest Preservation

Growing with Society
Community Involvement and Support

To fulfill our responsibilities

as a contributing member of society

and to foster a cooperative, mutually supportive

relationship with the communities where we work

and live, Honda believes it is essential to help meet 

society’s diverse needs. Working closely with

local communities to further activities whose objectives we 

share, Honda’s involvement extends beyond financial 

support to include direct participation.

The water that we use is a gift from the rivers that flow from the mountains to 
the sea. Honda volunteers are proactively involved in reforestation efforts in local 
watersheds near the locations 
of its facilities. In 2004–2005, 
Honda initiated reforestation 
programs in Hamamatsu and 
Kumamoto and is in the 
process of expanding these 
programs to facilities in
other areas.


